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most careful writers, and a growing major-
ity in numbers in favor of the er form.

In the edition of 1828 "Webster laid down
the rule that verbs ending in a single conso-
nant, but having the accent on the first
syllable, or on a syllable preceding the last,
ought not to double the final consonant in
the derivatives. Thus he wrote travel,
traveler, traveling. The editors of the latest
edition find no occasion to revise this rule,
and report that other lexicographers advise
a conformity to it, but they record a large
number of exceptions to satisfy " the prej-
udice of the eye." His corresponding rule
is " that monosyllabic verbs, ending in a
single consonant, not preceded by a long
vowel, and other verbs ending in a single
accented consonant, and of course not pre-
ceded by a long vowel, double the final con-
sonant in all the derivatives which are
formed by a termination beginning with a
vowel." This applies to fit, fitted, compel,
compelled. This rule, like the other, is re-
tained by the later editors, though both rules
are more exactly framed. No question has
been raised upon this point, and the nice
correspondence of the two rules is likely in